ADDITIONAL NOTES
Although written and published first in 1874, Cunning-
ham's Ancient Geography of India is still regarded a monumen-
tal work. Cunningham was a noted army engineer and had
witnessed many battles. He was a brilliant scholar and is
rightly called Father of Indian Archaeology. His keen obser-
vation of ancient monuments and his deep study of history
helped him to write this valuable book. No student of ancient
history, culture and geography can afford to ignore this work.
This book was written at a time when the ancient sites of
Mohenjodaro, Harappa, Ruper, Pushkalavati, Hastinapur,
Kausambi, Kapilvastu, Pataliputra etc. were not excavated.
However Cunningham's description of some of these places is
full of valuable information. Following his footsteps, his
colleagues and successors in the Department of Archaeological
Survey of India have unearthed new discoveries. The studies
carried out by them have thrown additional light on the
subject. Following notes are based upon such studies :-~
Abhira
According to Greek historians Aberias (=Abhiras) were on
the Indus, north of the Sauviras, where they gave their name to
the Greek Satrapy of Abeira (Tarn, Greeks in Bactria and India,
p. 179). PatanJaF locates them in Sindhudesha with their
settlements near the Saraswati (Raychaudhuri, Political History
of Ancient India, p, 104), McCrindle states that the country of
the Abhiras lay to the east of the Indus where it bifurcates to
form the delta (McCrindle's PTOlemy, p. 140). The Maha-
bharta locates them near the seashore and on the banks of the
Sarswati, a river near Somnath in Gujarat (Sabha Parva, Ch.
31). They are probably modern Ahirs who stilllive in Haryana,
Delhi, U.P. and Gujarat. The Tara Tantra says that the country
of Abhira extended from Konkana southwards to the western